The Urgent Case for Graduated
Driving Licensing in the UK



November 6, 2024

Dear Lilian Greenwood MP,

We, the undersigned organisations and members of Forget-me-not Families
Uniting, call on the UK Government to urgently implement a UK version of
Graduated Driving Licensing (GDL) to address the disproportionately high risk
of road crashes involving young, novice drivers.

Graduated Driving Licensing is a multi-stage system designed to gradually
introduce young drivers to full driving privileges, with targeted measures to
reduce risk.

In countries where GDL is in place, new drivers are required to adhere to
specific conditions, such as limiting the number of passengers in their age
group or avoiding driving during high-risk hours.

These measures provide young drivers with the opportunity to gain valuable
experience in safer conditions before progressing to full driving privileges.

You recently stated that: "Safety is more than an ambition: It is a duty." We
wholeheartedly agree, and we ask that the Department for Transport fulfil this
duty by adopting GDL to protect young drivers and all road users.

The Case for Graduated Driving Licensing (GDL):

. Young Driver Risk: Drivers aged 17-24 are involved in 20% of fatal or
serious crashes but make up only 7% of licence holders. Risk is highest in the
first few months of driving, especially when carrying passengers

. Male Vulnerability: Young male drivers are 1.6 times more likely to be
killed in crashes than their older counterparts

. Growing Numbers: The population of young drivers in the UK is
expected to increase by 2030, further highlighting the need for action

. Impact on Road Safety: In 2023, 4,959 people were killed or seriously
injured in crashes involving at least one young driver*
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Cognitive Development and Risk:

Adolescents are more prone to taking risks and being distracted by peers due
to ongoing brain development, making them particularly vulnerable as new
drivers.**

Global Success of GDL:

Countries like Canada and Australia have seen a 20-40% reduction in crashes
involving young drivers thanks to GDL, proving its effectiveness in saving
lives.

Our Call to Action:

We strongly urge the Department for Transport to implement a Graduated
Driving Licensing system in the UK as a matter of priority. By adopting GDL,
the UK can take a meaningful step towards reducing road casualties,
particularly among our most vulnerable drivers.

We call on you, as Minister for Future Roads, to support and implement GDL
to protect the future of young drivers and save lives on our roads.

Yours sincerely,
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FORGET
ME NOT

FAMILIES UNITING

The following signatures are on behalf of Forget-me-not-families Uniting - a
group of 165 bereaved parents whose sons and daughters were all killed by
vehicles driven by young, novice drivers.

lM@,@@/ -/ h

Dr lan Greenwood
Co-Founder of Forget-me-not Families Uniting
Father of Alice, forever 12, killed by when a car
driven by a young speeding driver collided with
her mother’s car in 2008.
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Sharron Huddleston
Co-Founder of Forget-me-not Families Uniting
Mother of Caitlin, forever 18, killed in a crash on
a rural road in Cumbria in July 2017.

Chris and Nicole Taylor
Co-Founders of Forget-me-not Families Uniting
Parents of Rebecca, forever 18, killed in 2008
after dropping her sister off at school.

Crystal Owen
Co-Founder of Forget-me-not Families Uniting
Mother of Harvey, forever 17, one of four
teenagers killed in a crash in Wales in 2023.
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https://www.racfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/Safe-mobility-for-young-people-RACF-proposal-autumn-2024.pdf
https://www.racfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/Safe-mobility-for-young-people-RACF-proposal-autumn-2024.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmtrans/169/16905.htm

